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. Right W orſhipfull:-_ 

- T4224 T pleaſing GOD ina gracious diſpenſation: 
£2, of mercy tolay his hand of viſitation upon me,, 
A [0 as Thave been diſenabled to that publike 
Ree funttion of the Miniſtery , to which I am ſit 
apart : I boldly adventured on this _— cour ſe,, 

willing to give ſome teſtimony: of my deſire to do" my. 
G O D the beſt ſervice I was able,though with the hazard 
of mine own repute, being never ſuch as I fear to.be a lo-- 

2 ſer. May it pleaſe my good GOD to <A y 

- weak endevours, whoſe glory , and his Churches goed be- 
<0 euUer my dyme : and: may you daigne them a gracious pa- 

® tronage, for the unweighed cenſures-of the many, 1: paſſe 
not much. Mineown ſickneſſe ff itched me onthis ſub- 

= Ject, and bile temflaed your : oh ſo enfeebledthrough: 
 y 1nfirmities, and your many years, the two moſt certa-n# 

= fore-runners of approching death - it emboldned mee 10: 
S Fender this Dedication ; hoping you would willingly en-- 

tertain ſuch a wiſh, and make it yours. The ſhipthat draws 

water but at one leak may be repayred , but when it:breaks. 
4 in. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 
inon all ſides, it threatens ſpeedy wrack : when the cra- 
td, aged body is become * 4 living ſepulchre, it portends 
the grave is neer. We ave at beſt but of * adays continu- 
ance : and you by the bleſſing of G O D have livedto the 
evening of age, t0 the Sun-ſet of mans life, it ts now high. 
timetothink on ſleep, and making your bed inthe duſt. 1 


am canfident, diviner thoughts have long ſince deaded 


your affettions unto the world. Length of days, *« the 
cleereſt witneſſes of wiſdom have given you experience 
of the Wiſemans concluſion, Vanity of vanitics: and you 
whoin your yonger years have had a care to live well now 
make it your chiefe to dye ſo. It i not the thought of your 
endwill draw it neerer , nor the meditation of death will 
one minute ſhorten your life : if ſo who might not feare 
8 publick odium, that ſhould move you to ſuch a thought? 
For You., * wha by the goodneſſe of GO D have lived 


ſo generally heloved,cannot dye but much lamented though 


there be neyther ſolemne Funeral to rayſe the pomp, nor 
mourning women, © ut quz conduc plorent in ſneve 
Taur endeared friends, the poor whoſe wants have been by 
Tog relieved, and wiaows will make lamentation. Inthat 
defires cannet prolong your days onearth, here ſhall be my 
Amen. When the ſet period of your life is come, may ycu 
[ye down in comfort, reft.in peace, ariſe to glory, be happy 
zo eternity. So prays 


Your worths true honourer and 


humble ſervant in Chriſt, 


William Roſe. 
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BALAAMS beterWiſh. 


Numb. 23.10. 


Let mee dye the death of the righteous , and let my laſt 
end be like his. By 


DxeHe Lon D being now abour to ſertle Iſrael 
> WO intheland of Canaay, the lor of their inhe- 

a\g| ritance , which he had entayled upon them by 
promiſe to their facher Abroham;their Prince, 


imber of the menof ſtrength for their infideliry muſt nor take 
ſſeffion t ſo he wears them our by long journeys for forty yeers 

in the Wildernefle, and confumes them by fatall wars, while they 

were waſted. Yetto make his word good to their poſterity , hee 

drived out and defiroysthe Amoritesr before, Sehon and then Kivg, \. 
with Og the King of Baſhas : their army coaſting abour the wil. q 

derneſſe, did now verge upon the borders of Aſoaþ. Balaac be- 

ing ſomwhat ſurpriled with feare, as ſucceſſe irikes dread intothe 
hearcs of adyerſaries , cafts abour ro ſecure himſelf. Poore marr 

had he been quiet, he might haye been ſecure, but bis feare which 
made him forecaſt to prevent, might betray him toa future ruine. 

The Lox Dd hadnotfaid it, /ſ-acl had no commiſſion ligned a- 
gainlt CAfoab : bur if he will oppoſe himſelf an enemy to them, 

he may jubly provoke G o Þ, and them againſt him. Hee ſends 

to the Afidranites, with whom hee was inleagueto conſult for 
their furure ſatery. Who together ſent Elders with the Ambaſſa-, 
dours of Balaac to Bale:m,on whoin they fo dored, asf hehad' 
commanded the power of Heaven, and coul:i cirie and bleſſe 

whom he pleaſed. Foohih choughts, the mannage , and order of - 1:2 

| | ; B mend . ,. | = 


z BALAAM'S beter Wiſh, 


men and their affairs is fromnoorher bur from rhe wiflom , and 
order of atvetermallprovidence? whegwalviftory ro fome, and 
kyeth the honours of ather in the duſt, Who is pleaſed to reveal 
the puzpoſe of his proceedings to particatar men , which neither 
yet are principalls in the ſuccefle, nor, any way carty on the de. 
figne, though he gives them toforeknow the event. To Balaam, 
G 0 Þ givesto forefecthe happy and flouriſhing eſtate of /{-ael 
under the grace of divine protection , and their iuccefleordered 
by H-aven, which cauſed hun to break forth 1210 this patheticall 


 peroration. Let meaye; © 6: Fhe wicked man ( aS wicked men 
may have) had good wordsin his mouth, the Wize.rl had a 


good wiſh, I dare joyn with him n his prayer, praying it may be 
with.a better ſpirit, and, affe&tion. My hearty defirc to Heaven 
ſhall be, when. I ſhall-hawe accompliſhedasan hirelng my dayes, 
and ſhall return unto-my duff}, Lmay dyethedeath of the Righ. 
reous.in the mean time-the Low »: grand meethe guidance of 
his. grace , I. may ſo live , that my laſt end may be like: his, 
Fhe:text preſents us with: Balaams. wilh concerning bis. end of 
this preſent life, and: the happinefle of: bis furure being. When 
we ſhall havepremiſed ſomthing ob this: Balaum, what hee was, 
anda ward or. two of, the: we 4” ſpeech, wee fhall:fall upors 
theſe threemayn queries of, the-text. x Who is the righceous 
man 2 What isthedifference between the deathof:therigh. 
eeougand the wicked ? 3 Theulkimate:end of either, whicty 
will fully diſcaver.unta us the reafon, andeaule of. this-hisdefire, 
1 Toderve his pedegtee; todeſcribe hiscountrey, to deſtant 
9n his name were but a-dry diſcourſe; which would have-more of 
pomp then weight, more bulk-then ſubſtance. I ſha onelycovety 
at his.conditiontotermthis; Balnawm aPropherrabetter chara« 
Aerthen the Seripuye yiddehiim, whichcovules him atbeſt bue 
a Diyinour, arterm adrmtting;aworſeſenſe, The Ftrbvews ſhy He 
had beena Prophet, but: the amhitionokprefertnendleſt bimelte 
honaunof, prophecie, and/heewagnow onely a Ptvinour rand for 
theyapply.cohim:cbatRrovesber, The Camell-ſerkimg: horns-BfÞ 
ber ears; the Gloſieiaysinplain rerms he wava Magitiarr, and 
did forercll things bythe miviſtery.oftthe-Ievilli That-bee-ipzke 
here-Rrapheticaliy.itcappor bedenied, ar ack 
F | | & 
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{6\a!l > diffenfation forthe preſeiie , whnth proves hit1no thore 2 DiÞ-1ſative 
A Propher-chen the aftof {perch dill prove his eſſe a rranthough £98" "= oe x 
once he {pake morereaſunthen his maſter, Nor does nt ronchude _ Me le p pro th- 
/ him ſuch chac Gov ordinarily teveated Himſelf uncohim , and pgs opyortums 
| put words into his month, who may , 2hddoth make Known lus tare. Bal. Pro 
"rathby Þ wicked mepX The phraſe of Scxepaure nay ſcerpta, *m.in. el. WF 
| piea od ference between thetn wto were net , and them who : pe 
w-re the, Prophets of the 1, 0g », When it ſpeaks of che Frit Fm et 
ſocitiays, andebe LO R D tone to Laban, andthe LORD co ue tamcn 
came 18 Abumedck, ard :/s L Ogz came 10, Balgam. When nonproprie ab 
it ſpeaks of the ſerond fort i tay$\ Tie word of te LORD ifs. ſed pottu 
cance terhens, his ſanththe LO RD. the hand of theL O RD © Siiric fare 
& +p-r me, Thyymay.m part fati>fie, bubrhediſcovery of his affe- PS. 
ctonsſhew him whel'y vile, Atthefirft gime he was lentfor by , qe! 73-art-E 
$ alaat, terctufes ro po, it was well yerſhee would not fiure ere conc. 
G o Þ v ould fiyne him his Comm:ff:on,/The King nor herercft- 
hp (a54rt3 n5eafiemanercofacicfiefar, and-jeajouke)lend $2. 
gainthefecond time,/Larger preffers are Propounded , and the 
promiſe cf grearpromotionto him © #0 loved the wages of w- c x Per.1.1y. 
rightcor ſo fſe/was afharpſpur toſer him forth, /The Kingsccune 
$en.nce, Cotirt kbnour, on bls own terns, oyer- cighed [is ame __ 
bitivus affeions, and wroueht upon. his cove'ous Cefires 2 ts 
ras gree-wy forreward, Jude 11. which-kte-corceals:, and it 
mutt rett whether yerihe Lok » willgive hinleavero go., Did 
he :hink hum changeable in h1> counſels? or cculc! he 1wagine to 
move Gp Dp by ah importunity to abet his iniquity ? had his 
heart been right with Go Þ as he wouldpretend, he would ne« 4 
yer have :e npred 1m the f:condtime, after fo det ran intimaticn {7 & 
of h19will, and purpolc 8 1t is ne piety to tempt Go Þ by an © 
kwpormunYy ro what he isnot willing : but when hee giyes a flat 
denyall, ut 1s high temerity thete nor roceaſe., May my corrupt 
affections be everfiletn while my foul utcers ir ſclf unto my GoD« 
Leſt they prompt mee with ung o\t defires, which way neytherx 
fland. with his elory, of wy good. May a teligious feare ever 
bound my peritiohs, that Go » $ gravie may be a tree a# of 
| ws that hee grveSmeencr, 1.07 permits meinhisanger what m 
#8+10u3 plealurehte would dery. Baltahs would wicht a 
1 ; B 3 grant 
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Cd Chap. 22.25. 


e Antiq. Fd. 


* ?Probnetia 
primo & prin- 
capaliter ia c 
7'10ne conſe, t 
ſecondario au- 
tem inloquutio- 
ne. Aquin.2, 
22X.9q.173.art, 


h Dumcrudeli- 
tatem necis ap- 
petit redempti > 
onis gratiam 


Greg. Mor. 23. 


p  +BALAAM'S better Wiſh. 


grant, andeo heeſhall, ( o » permits him : but how hee ws . 
thereat offendeqys evident, in that he would rather work a mira- 
cle, and openthe Aﬀes mouth then there ſhould want onetO re. 
prove the maſters madneſſe, and when Balaam came thither, 
what ever his heart was, there was a ſpiricthat moycd histongue, © 
4 and put words into his mouth other then which hee could nor 
utter. Nothing pleaſing unto the King . or which might much 
implead himupon his promiſe, © Joſephus frames Ba/aaw this 
excuſe to Balaac, Thinkeſt thou that ir is inus ſo oft as we ſpeak 
the fates what we will ſay and wherein we will be filent, who are 
inſpired with'tke Holy Ghoſt ; which .utters what words and o- 
racles it pleaſes, wee not knowing or thinking of them. Who ſo 
ſoon 2s he enters into our breaſts, there remayns nothing of ours 
there. The laſt words muſt be laid hold of , becauſe I perceiye 
them a ſetled opinion in after rimes , which the ſounder Fathers 
oppoſed, Some ſay f (lays Baſl) that rhe divinely illuminatec 
do prophefigtheir humane ſoule being ſwallowed upof the Spirit, 
- bur it abhorreth from the profeſſed eruth, and goodnefſe of the 
divine preſence.tomake him amad man who is inſpired by Gop, 
And when hee ſhall begin to be filled with divine Oracles , that 
then he ſhould be out of his own wits.] What is there ſuch an 
antipathy becween a man qualified by the Spirit of G o »y, hea- 


venly cndued «ith thoſe rare and excellent gifts of knowledge, 
andunderſtanding, and berweendivine infpirations, that he muſt 
be wholly emptied of the tormer, that the latter may be infuſed ? 
Mult the Ocacles of divine wildome be uttered by men belide 
themſclyes ? Does the eternall wiſe G o » fo provide for the 
ſalyation of his people , that the ſober truths of heavenly know- 
ledge muſt be preached by mad men ? they ſpake not themſelyes 
bur as the Spirit gave them utterance, Atts 2.4. yer, not what 
they underſtc od not. 5 How is it thena prophecy ? I can allow 
it of Caiphas whom yert I will not ſo readily grantto bea Prophet, 
though as high Prieſt hee ſpakepropherically. Who as heeſpake 
not of himſelfe , ſo neither underltood hee the burden of his 
Word. His minde meditated on one thing , the Spirit intended 
another 2 Þ hee thirfied for bloud ,, and thought on murther, 
whulc hee prophecied of the grace of our- Redeemer. But ou, 
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BALAAMS bet Wiſh. Is 


| fayes-the Apoſtle , have 4 ſure word of \prophecy aa a lieks 


ſrining in a darke place, 2 Peter 2. 19,.and therefore Saint 
Saxl calls it geripecrs, an illumination or 9117 /f a2. of he 
Spirit , 1 Cor.12.7. I read of an-Idell ie i Put arch who was 


"called Carmenta, her Worſhippers Carmerte , the dedi.Ehicn of 


the name isa fit exPreſle of ſuch foot Itolaters. The Devill by 


_ objeEiing phantaimes may elude the underſtanding , and diſtra&& 


the rationall faculties ; but the good ard wife Go D works not 


fo. What Hoſea ſpeaks, the Prophet zs a fool , the ſprrituall m4 


i mad, Hoſea 9.7. Ezekiel explains it, that prephecy out of their 


' own hearts, feoliſh Prophets that follow their own ſpirit and have 
' (een nothing , Ezek13.2,3, Such. Monrtanifing mad Enthubaſts 
-xhat pretend ro diyine infpiratiors the World hath known (chat 


I may not ſay this age hath) too many. I grant ſome Prophets 
might be1nan extalieand rapture atthe admiration of diyine re- 
yclarions. But there isa * twofold cxtake. ES. 
IT Fromtheoutward and inward ſenſes, the minde remayn- 
ing the moreevlightned, the more the ſoul is abſtr:Qedfrom) fen- 
Grive objcRs 3; 1 as ſhe ismore full in her devocions : forthe more 
freefor divine infpirations. | 
2 From the minde it ſelfe when it underſiandeth not., » fo 
never were they in anextaſze : but did ucter all things ® with 
firme reaſon and underflanding , and ſpake from the Holy Spirn 
with a perfe& minde, and body,” So that I'ground not ſoruclion 
theſpecchof this wicked man, as hisafter adviceproves him full 


/ of the Antiquary ſcems too light, it may bave allowance from 


that of Saint /oþz tothe Church of Pergamus , I have a few 
things agawft thee , becauſe thou haſt there themthat hald the do- 
Grime of Balaam, whotaught Balaac to caſt a ſtumbling block;he- 
fore the chi/drenof Iſrael , to eat thmgs ſacrificed to Idols, and to 
commit fornication , Revel.2.14. For which wicked advice of 
his, when God ſer [ſrae! upon the revenge of Midjan this Di- 


yinouras hee ranfor the wages, ſo hee bad fullpaid the reward . 


bo B 3 of 


1 Oreft. Row. 
que56, " 
Carnenta Gum 
CAarcns mente- 


Oe or 


k Fuerunt pro- | 
phete in extaſs 
nonin extaſi 
ments, Epiph. 
].2.rom.1.hzr. 
43. 

I Conticeſcant 
mihi omnia ani- 
ma mea ſibi ſilts 
at. Aug.Med. 
£397 

m Non excide- 
bant mente prs- 


GG _ ZAILAANXE beter Wiſh. 
ef iniquity. They kafled Balknawrle ſowof Bcor winh the work, 
Joſhua 13. 22, where wee Will leave him m his arhappy 


Though the originalſruns m the fixuretenſe yer is notto be ins | 
terpreced as a prophecy that fiir ſheuld, bur as ic jstrarſlated in 
the {enſe of the optative mogd ( which the Hebrews Waning exe 
Prefſc defires in - ma of the Indicative) Fen fyirga wh or 
Cefire that ſo ic mighr be To dye is Heavens heavy doom Upon 
znc ſons of Adam. An unrepealable Statute hath paſſed fore 
<Tbruru mis are ror, 8 65 afpo:vied for all mu (withour »ny 
tin©ato!-) once ro dje. H. 6.9.27. Other arerhe Ines and bounds 
of nature, other arethe extraordinary ways of working w ircth the 
Almeghry. H: may if he pleaſe dr{penſe with this Jaw, 2s hee hath 
done»: Ensch,and E'uah 2.51 there ſhall be a more gererallcr. | 
penſ#:104 for them which ſhall be found alive at the Jail day, He f; 
ſhallnat all aye, but we {hall all be changed p1 Cor.l5.5t. Which eh 
chavge ſhall beanſwcring ro a death , thoi-gh wither any reall || k 
ſeparation of the ſou] from the body, W# ich T gr: und Li 
| * Ontheterm uſed by Saint Parf, 's xoiunſn oiuila, Pee || V 

" fþ.ll not lhe downto flep m the duſt, or wee jhall nt d;e as [2 

. B5rendred, which imports a difloJution of ſoul, and body. ſe 

2 Onthatcircumſtarce of time in which this ſhall bedone, | £ 

i 4 moment im the rwmnk/ing of aw eve , iy «liuo im anatome, *n | 1 

unconceivable inftant of time. Which 1 rake to be an after | V! 

copy ,of Adams condition ,. had hee retained his innocercy, 

he had been trarfl iced, nor knowing death to a bleſſed immor. 

taiity, but he faylingin his obedience, confiderable notonely as a 

perſon , bur as the nature of mankind . all tranfgrefſed in him. 

p Rom.5.12. Y #] ip!'s, by one man, and in, .nd by the one fn of that one 

man, all mon ſin aud dyed. So that asno mancin acquit himfelfe 

| from thecontagionof hisuntighteor.ſnes, nur 1 et from the euiſt of 

'Q epwey 4 perſonallpraftice: 4 So none may expettto be exempred fiom 

Eu@,c; wvr1s the pcnaly c.ethercuneor no not the righteousman whois now 
vr dupe, tobeconſideredof. | 

Sunen, Wh henifics to be riche 12. 3 Ya 09, 1 Chron.13.4. And 

this was 'rght in the p-opleveyes. ne etdpleate them, or they did ap- 

prove ot ic 2 fo-the righteous man is hee who is Tighe m — | 
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BALAGMS berrer wiſh, , 5 
oftheLonn, he pleaſes G ow, and! hee approves of hin s-For 
ghe viehrenus G O Dr both rogphreowfin fſe ' bis. countren ane! derls 
behold the apright;, Pſal. 11.7. Hee look&on hinvwliconrent, as 
| weeye the things we love wich-delight, 

z It fynfiesthe- pe: fe man, / Whom that wee way the berter 
gelcnbe wee: muſt Izy dawne a-yule of perfection , according ed 
which wee are wo jw'ge of him. Go» being only wile, and 
good, andall perfection; that abſolute /dea, muſt be in a- * con- 
tormity unrohmn , this conformity wee held bythe verive ofthe 
Inageof God ſtamped: upew vs in-our creation, fo longas wee 
keptthat:Iin2geundefiled. and'uncefaced,/For the mode} of ovr 
niture, we weretroly.amd pitt; and'good : but foon was this hap 

condirion- forfeitet by cur difobedrwence, and! there followed 
ich difcraſie m our imelkeQnall , ch: diforden 111 our pro6t\c: [1 
faculrics; that we could rexcher know, nor will, nor doe rhoſe 
things which, were of Gor, whorim his: gracious geodnefierthat 
hee might repaire this evhappy lofle, gave us his: Faw a glecte 
| marifeſio.of his © perfe& wilt tharin: ourobedience thereavrs, 


| wemight recover ourholimeſſe, andreformeonr lapſed nature by. 


arulevt r'ighreoninafle 8 a Directory for theordering of this-pre- 
ſenr life rofururet/ifſeandihappinefie, mans: deſirable en, The 
L .w of God s-perſett , coxverttng.the ſoule, Pſal 19,7 1291 By 
The fmime or perfeRtion of perteetion, Pſal. 119.96. Thus: ha 
| vivg found the ruleofpratticall rightecntrefſe; forwy Text leads 


not £4 frea ke-any dhimg of Intra tive, we'muft apply mins adtie ' 


ens therennto 4 that ſo 'from bxagreement” therewith . We may 
diſcover the: righteons man, Bleſſed: # rhe un:efiled' or per{etF 
trihe wayth us watheth inthe Jaw of the L ORD, } [a* 119.1. 
this manfrom the manner of his: converſation, God hinilcife in 
FÞb briefly celcribes, The per felt: and wprieht man is hetwho fea 
wth GOD, andclehewertewrl}, Job 1.8; He teares, honours, 
Eves.andlerves: G O'D';: and (ſhans,. and: avoids whatſoeyer' 
comesundertherotiomotfiry: theſe:two turn ever one upon the! 


ather, Yieer/at:lave rhe-L-O'R D'' hate evill,, Pſal 97:16, © the t 71 640 mat 
hacrredoffmitsthe'beſtargumentofourloveito: G QiUDY: And no dile#io boni 

etherreſthivony camwe yeekd of ouz-loycto hum, if weneglet'to® ©9927 n_— 
ta:ghivfommandements;.and-yhere may we: berter: learn the” Amends 


loye 


r Mat.y 43. 


{ Rom.12.2. 


f 


a. ME 


* 


5 Pd 


u Peccere ef 
rangqtam new 
tranfilre, Cic. 
Paradox. 


8 BALAANX'S better” Wiſh. 
loveandferviceof GOD then from his Law, for as it is'neceſ- 


fary ſervc htm we ſhould Ao conſidering how difinabled we are 
in all our faculties, it is notfit we ſhould rak/ upcn vs to deter- 


minedemodo , and ſtate rhat ſervice, left nor knowing todoe 


what weought, we difſhonoor him in our henour of him, or {et 
up an Idcl of i4yeSgrocie, will worſhip, which the Lord 
will notapproveof, who as it 1s moſt} meet, will be ſerycd as 
hm{cFepleaſes, again, the knowledge of fin © by the Law, Rom.7. 
which in the nature of an exact rule, ſhews both whar is Rtrezphe 
and what is crooked 2: Sin being nothing elfe * but-as it were | 
to Paſſethe line, rotranſgreſſe that rule of equity, which ische 
bound of 2llour z&ions. According to this Law the righteous 
manrevulates hinſclfe in an univerfall, conſtant , full and fGivall, 
obedience. 1 He looks toall and every precept. 7 ove all thy 
comm andements, and all falſe wayes I utterly abhor,/Pſal.119.128, 
2. He hath not heats! of Religion bur is conſtant in b13 praQtice 
he workethrighteouſneſſe ar all times. 3 Hetakes checomman. 
dement inthe full latitude and extent, and looks tothe letter, and 
to thelife of che Law. 4 He'continues and perſcveres1n this 0. 
bedience unto his end, perfeRing holineffe in the feare of God, 
W hich end will diſcern between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that ferverh God, and him that fetveth Him nor, 
A al. 3.18. 7 

Which we come to ſtate the difference of the death of the righ. 
reous and the wicked : the maine thing the Text orives at, 
Wherefore I paſſed the other more briefly , as raking chem upon 
a firme ſuppoſall cleerly granted, this will diſcoverthe yery ſcul 
of the defire, andthe height of the bleſſing of Balaams wiſh. 
The catoall eye will ſcarce diſcerne the difference, tcr as dyeth the 
wicked, fo.dyeth the Tighteous', asdyeth the foole, fo the wiſe, 
Eccleſ.2.15.chat is the end cf all, naturesdebt muſt be diſcharged 


\ by a diſſolution, and a general] guik of fin layes all under an <quall 


D 


\ forfeiture, Death paſſes upon all men in that all have finned, 


Roms. 5.13. So that deah: following ever upon fin, and both of 


_ them being as generall as humane nature: we wuli finde fone ſpe- 


| «+2 Smet. invit. jtis as queſtionable which is the bcft, * Inline Ceſar on all 


ciall difference. Hatch therizheeous man a better death ? but yer 
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occaſions, when he little thought his own end to be ſo neere, - 
eyen the night before he was ſlain inthe Capiroll , prefers a ſo- 
. . dain death. :F Auguſt 1 calls it wIaracian + good death, y Idemnt FuC-> 
wherethe * ſodainneffe takes awaythe tenſe of dying, and theſe 2 7timoricudi 
 twogreatCeſarsaccording to their deſires, the laſt of themnot /enſumceleritas 
violent, yer both of them had a ſodain death : this, they ſay, he _ Tice 
prayed againſt, that he might dye 2 neither a violent, nor a fo _ i 
daindeath, which was promiſed tothe Iſraelites , to be ſure, this yiolentanec im- 
might bea wicked mans end : how ſodainly doe they periſh ? .matura quod = 
they goe down quickinto-bell, Pſal.$5.15, -  ' MWraclitiz pro 
— The Moraliſtthoughtrodye well Þ was todye willingly, and pany frerat. 
© ſuch a death was to be wiſhed, as was without the feare of Ka rain 
death. The good man may with Aſoſes on the top of Nebo, even b zene morief 
ſetheLand of blifle-, yer be loth to depart : the wicked may tibenter mori. 
without any comforcable aſſurance of Geds fayour, without any Sen-Epilt 67. 
rayiſhing apprehenſionof future happineſſe , and joyes afterthis © ©p7av44 mors 
life, be willing toleayethe world : the very troubles and miſery. pk. prog 
he may here meet with, may move the man with the burthenat ge. Tras. 
his back, tocallfor death and to embrace ir, 4 hoping that may 4 4a) uo! $- 
put an end toall hiseyills, of which otherwiſe he cannot appre- yg yirorr” 5 
hend how to be acquitted, for there the weary be atreſt ,lobe3.17. yg ay axe 
T herefore theyrejoyce exceedingly, and are glad whenthey can finde 164 Un ws- 
thegrave, verſ.22. when the forrows of death may compaſſle a- y.,, inp 3v 
VEE and they may. finde trouble and heavineſſe, 9 2. mp 3+ 
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P[al-116.3. | þ Anacr.. 
. 1 Fromthe pangs of death , which that expreſſe of humane 
r _ ſpeaksin my Saviout- Father, sf it be poſſible,let this cup paſſe 

0708 12E « | : , 0 þ 

2 From the conſcience of cheir own infirmity. . - 

3 From the feare of divine judgements, at which the Prophet 
31 Etrembled, Pſal.119.12. Good Agathen, death approaching, be- 
" ingſomwhat troubled, his friends about ſaid unto him, ard doſt 
| thou father feare? tro whom. hee replyed, f I have endevoured « noroth doft.2 

Ip (oe Copprmendmenss , but I am 4 man, and how know 1 _ 

whether my works pleaſe God : for other is the judgement of God, 
 ndather the judgement of men. 

"Some may thunke ita happy mu to depart in afullage, ina 
3 calme, 


on. Pſal.73.4. 


nNet mibimors 
gravis eſs poſe- 
$xro morte do- 
lore. Ovid. 
Mecam.3. 
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| calme, quiezly upon their beds, with their friends aboutthem, to 


\ the Divine muſt give us ſome morereall difference. 


. of thechambers of death, Prov.7. 2:y.that dungeonor priſon where 


., they are faſt locked up in milery and iron, reſerved :neverlaſting 


_ chains untill the judgement of the great day , Jude 6. the Propher 


.1O [BAL AAM'S. better Wiſh. 


haye a folemne Funerall , an honourable Interment , a ſtately 
Sepulcher, allcheſe maya wicked man have, when the good by - 
fome unhappy.accident may be taken off, the waters may ſwallow || 
himyp, or the beaſts deyoure him , the indifcriminating fword of | 
the enemy, or the noyſome peſtilence, common-calamities ma 


: ſweepe himaway, the furyof perſecution may uncaske his ſoule, 


yetthis makes not theendofthe one happy, or the other wretched, 

: The wicked man departs this life inthe diſpleaſureofthe 
Almighty , he laboured not to pleaſe him while here he lived, 
and he muſt not looke to dye in his good pleaſure , he would live 
without Lew, and he muſt periſh by. theſentence of the Law, he. 
may expe no mercie at his death, who contemned merciewhile/ | 
helived, if he hath => no bands in his death , he hath nocom- 
fort, having no hope to reflupon, but what ancvill life can afford, 
which ever endsin milery, if he be taken away in his green years, 
yet his fins are ripe, if he hath filled his dayes, and liveswhile he |} 
bean hundred years old, he ſhall be accurſed, /fay 65.20. He hath 
heaped up wrath ag ainft the day of wrath, and God takes him 
away as with a whir/owiude, both living , and in his wrath,,. 
P f al. 98. 9s. Y.. | | 

2 The-wicked goe downinto the inward chamber , or the cloſet 


layes, they goe down vuto bell, P ſal. 55. thefkecond imerpretation 
O Dep is there in chiefe, their orave is hell, not onely the out= 
ward courts, but the yery depth of hell, Prov.g.18. | 
- 3: The grave hath daminion over them , Pſal. 49.14. They 
ſold themſelves ſlaves under fin, and now death hath power over 
rhem, zhefirft tranſouts them to a ſeeondUeath, and erernallmi.- 
fery, the wowne doth not onely feaſt upon them, bur wa www 
death feederh , or banquetteth. upon them , and is _neyer farisficd 
nor they conkumed. "te & | Wo 
4 They have notzeſtin their death, that which men looke 
upon as the end of troubles isto them butthe beginning ae 6 
- | | Ig. 
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the ſole of my Lord ſhat! be knit in the bund/e of life, bat the ſoule 
of my Lords enennes fhallbern a ſling, 1 Sam.25,19. The ſoules of 
the enemics of God, as ma ſhag are ever reſtlefſe, their good 
things areart anend, their Sun is fer, and a darkenight over-ſpreds 
them. If hell be their or5ve, though there be horrid darknefſe, and 
ercrnall nighr, yer nofleepe, there they teſt not , who here ſept, 
whenthey (ſhould have watched. 
| Thedeath of the righteous far otherwiſe. 
I Helics down ta peace, he hath becn long travelling a tedious 
pilerimage, and he1s now arrived athis journtes end, heis come 
Diva to his long home, Ecc/eſ.12.5, and is Quier, the ſpirit 
recurirs wo him that gave it, Eecleſ.12.7. as may beread inthe lee- o Frm 
tersotthar © ſacred name, they areall quieſcent : ſo the peod may, 
reruming to him his originall , m him refis as in his centet : 
Marke thep rfc6i mon and behold the wprught , for the end of that 
mar 5 peace, Pſal.37.37. he lyeth down, and nothing can make | | 
him afraid, he 18 confident of the fayour of God P as whom he Þ Animamea | 
hath faithfully ferved, in a holy endeavour , keeping the Law vo dubitos 
with his wholehcars, Pſal. 119. 34. and where he bath fallen Truth Criſto 
ſhort of his obedience, he hath returnedby repentance, and ſup- '@. yortemti- | 
plication to his God , 1 Kmes 8.47. and hee hopes that he mes 7 Hilar. a- | 
whoſe parhs are mercie, and truthunto ſich as keepe his Cove- pud Hict- 
nant and Teftimonies, F ſil. 25. 10. will ſhew mercie unto them 
that love hin and k:epe bu Commandements, Exod. 20. 6. 
2 The death of the righteous puts an endto his fin, he hath 
been ina confiant endeayour of deading fin. in his mortall body, 
and now it is done, he hath gamed a ftate of innocency, in perte- 
Qior::then man had a power not © have finned, but now he ſhall 
have no power, or rather not ſo much weakneſle, or imperfeQion 
that he may further fin, a great bleſſing which onely the pious ſoul 
is truly apprehenſiye cf, Who hath obſerved the peryerſacfle of 
his-will, and the frowardneffe: of his atfe&tions? Who hath felr 
the reluctancy of the flcſh avainſt the ſpyrit, and the motions of 
fia murining ur his mortali body ? Nowto be tranſlated into ſuch 
a conci1tion, as he cannot furcher dilpleake God , bur freely and 
faitifully ſerve him, not being carryed away with any temprations . - - -1 
unio a Exceent 15 that paſſage ws Nazrenzcr, Adam fiming,” Ea 2 | 
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agairt God, though he were tejeted Paradice, yer he doth gain 
thereby death, andthe cutting off of fin, Teſt the evillſhould have. 


been immertall, 73 yieeres gracySparia 5 Twapie 1 fo the pu- 
niſhment it ſelfe became to man a mercie, and he is wellſeconded 


- by his comment, * after man wasfallen, had he not been obnox. 


jousto a necefſity of dying, he had incurred the greateſt miſery, 
2iz,. in working, here therefore he hath a benefit which is death, 
becauſe it ſtops and breakes off fin, for although death- hath the 
nature of a puniſhment , yet jt became a metcie, not ſuffering the 
ſinner to be immortall, for how ſhould we without any, either 
feare of God or dread of judgement, have added fin tofinif wee 


| had been immortall ? who are fo finfull today, dying to morrow;, 


with the immorrall devill, we ſhould even have vyed offences, 
withouteither endeavour of new obedience, or remorſe by hum< 
ble repentance. { If the unclean world fo entangle usſoſoon paſ. 
fing, what would it have done long remaining ? if our yile' affe- 
ions ſoentiſe us while weare but pilgrimes , what would they 
have done had we been of conſtant abode here? Cicero ſpake 
well, © if he underſtood what he ſayd 2: Life 5s v0t taker away 
from me bythe immortall gods, but death is given unto me , for as 


it is zvpto; yIpep@r, * a powerfullatof God , fois it likewiſe; 


yapwu@, an at of grace and favour, a bleſſing rather then a 
Curie, as if it had been given rather for a * remedy then a purifh< 
ment, while viper like it kils its. mother hane, and deſtroys our 
defiruction. | | | 

3 Death puts an end to the mifcricsof the righteous , thus 
che divinc goodnefle turas all ro the beſt for them that loye him, 
as mans puniſhment..to his benefic, by ſtopping ef his fin , ſo to 
his greater happineſlſe by ending of. his miſery. Augaſire from 2 


paſſage in Plato or Plojimmns, that father Jupuer having compaſ- 


ſion on” men , made their bands ſoluble, draws. this colleRion, 


7 thatthe Piuloſopher thought that this yery thing that men are-_ 
mortall in body, proceeds: from the mercie of our divine Father, 
left they ſhould alwayes be held withthe miſery ofthis life. Thus 


far the Textof Scripture is- plain, that after Adam had taſted of 
the fruit of the tree of che knowledge of good andevill, whereby 


and 


4448 


I amfure he became accurſed, God thruſt him out of-Paradice, 


UMI 
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and feta gnard upon the Tree of life, leſt manſhouldrtaſte of that 
fruit and live for ever, Gen.2.22. and ſo: in that he: ſhortened his 
dayes, he ended his miſery, which there at once hath its period, 
from whence that cuſtome tooke its ſtirt of planting a lawrell 
Crown at the head of the dead mans coſhn, in token of triumph 
and yiRory obteined over the troubles and miſeries of this life, 
for to be ſure inthe other he ſhall meet -with'none. Paradice 
would nor admit of pain, much lefle will heaven. Sorrow was 
part of the curſe 3 miſery was inconſiſtent with the Rate of in- 
nocencie , it cannot then ſtand with eternall happineſſe. God 


| ſtall wipe away all tears from their ees , there ſhall be no mere ſor- 


row, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any mere pin, for former 
things are paſſed away, Rev. 21.4. the preſence'of God ſhall be 
our joy , our delight to doe his will : * ourconftant worke the 
praiſe of our Creator, to fing ecerpiall halleli'jzhs unto our God, 


ohrEous is their birth day, * for of a 
truch the Chriſtians life is hereafter , though in the ordinary 
phraſeof ſpeech; a man is ſayd to live while here heis, and todye 
when he makes an end of dying, death being not the end of life, 
butthe end of death, and our birth day unto etcrnall bliſſe , for 
;f it be accuſtomably ſayd, a manchilde is borne, when hebreaks 
forth out of the wombe of his mother into this light, may not he 
be as rightly ſaid to beborne who looſed from the bonds of fleſh? 
is brought forth into the land of the living ? it had obreined a 
cuſtome in the Church, that the day in which holy men departed 
this life, they called ir theday of their nativity : and the uſuall 
ſolemnities they called chem Þ not funeralls, but birth day feaſts, 
to raiſe this to a higher ſpeculation, God is the lifeof the "Ar as 
the ſoule is of the body. While here welive ourſoule is ſeparated 
from its life, which js Ged-2 which St. Pax! hints, While we are 
preſent in the world, we are abſext from the Lord, 2 Cor.5,6.1t 1s 
true, he cheriſhes us with the breathingsof hus ſpirit , he fireams 
the rayes of his grace intoour hearts; buc we eizjoy not his gJort- 
ous preſence, which gives tulnefſe of life and vigourinto the ſoule. 
Again, the ate and condition. here we ate in-being lo tranſient, 
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our life buta blaſt, bur a bubble , ſuch a nothing deſerves not the 
ticleof life, butthar ſtate of incorrupcion to which death tranſmits 
us, that fixed immortality that and that onely is life indeed, = 

5 Death isgaineunto the righteous. Tt is theend of theday, 
when they receive their penny, the reward of that faithfullſervice 
they have yeilded untorheir God, < he dyes well, ſays the moe 
ralit , who makes a gain by his death , that does the righteous 
man he exchanges this cortageof clay for a manhionin thenew 
Jersaſal:m, a houſe not made with hands, etervallinthe heavens: 
heexchanges his poore poſſefſion for a glorious inheritance: he 
changes this fading miſerable, for anever bleſſed life - he © chan- 
ges the company and fellowſhip of hntull men , for the bleffed 
lociety of God, and his holy Angels, by whom he ſhall be moſt 
lovingly entertained. © Augyftzs at the Epilogue of his life, de- 
fired his friends about hum to give bir a plaudite, as if confe1ent 
to himlelfe that he had aQted bis part well upon the Rage of this 
World : the righteous man-fhall have his plaudite froma better 
Theatre, God the Father entertains him with a well done thow 
good and faithfull ſervant, Mat. 25.21, God the Son entertains 
him with, come yee bleſſed cleldren of my Father. M2t.25.34- 
The whole war of heaven congratu)ate bum t for if there be 
Joy in heaven at the repentance of a ſinner, Lak. 15.7. what ex- 


_ ulcation will there be ac the entertainment of a r' ghicous man mco 
blfle? ifthey rejoyce when he js but fer 1a the way, what will 
they doe when he comesto heaven ? 


6 Death to the righteous is his marriage day, in which he is 
conj2yned to his cfpouſed Lord Chrift. Death is but the Par a- 
»ymphus, which preſenes the taithfull foule unto her bridegroom, 


© Oh happy meeting of a happy day, to be eyermore happy in the 
imbracesof her lov mg and beloved Lord ! ® Aupaſtia tooke the 


farewell of his life at the lips of L144, and dyca inthe comples 


' ment. fo he ft her whom he loved, The righteous man dyes 


mir DIY . Dent. 34-5-2tthe mouth of Godt ata kiſſeof Gods 
mouth, but it is a kifſe of welcome, and triendly entercaunment 
of him in whonrhis ſoute dehghreth , as the 1ndulgent mother 


takes her little one into her. armes wher it isabout ro ſkeepe x 


So God takes his aa7Jag his lictle righreous ones, when they 
| llecpe 


BALAAMS better Wifh, Is 


| fleepe indeath into the armes of his mercie, and kiſſes them with 
5 | the ſweet imbraces of his love and fayour, and thorgh a while 
he may ay them by toreſt in Abrahams boſome, while the num- 
| ber of the elethall be gathered toyether, yet his eye iseveron 
| them, and they enjoy! his preſence', 5x which i fuln:ſſe of joy. 
| If I ſhould addeno more, is notthis cnough to make £ood , and 
| togive us to joyne ifſue with Balaam , Let me dye the death of 
| therighteous ? but we. will follow him to the uktimare period of 
his with, and let my laſt end beltke his, Though death be'the 
end ofall; yet not the laftthat betideth man, pa ard let my 
«fterwards, or let it be to me after deathas to him. We will conſi- 
derthen wharfollows death, yerd 30 upigore Heb. 9.27. after 
death judgement. The piinctuall circumftance of time js nor limi- 
ted by any yerbe;, neither i5yp, nor #94, ſo that whether it ſhall 
follow preſently, or 1n a longer tra, rhe Text leaves underermi- 
ned, and the termeafter may as well fignifie the precedence of 
thingsdone, and order as reference to any particular time, Þ .£rg- bh 17 loc 
tw would fireighten it by altering the prepoſition x&7a 9370 up- 
on that. I like not this liberty with the ſacred Texc inthe leaſt 
Tora , neither will that conclude it, For circumAantiall notes of 
time, as wereeafie to eyidence, are in Scripcure largely, or more 
ſtreightly taken for yeares before or after, and it is not peremp- 
torily toconclude from the Apoliles phraſe. It may be moreeafily 
reſolved if we conſider inan according to his effentialt principles: 
| the judgement of the ſoule follows preſently upon the diffoknion, 
that receiveth ſentence, and zx carried by the Angels into Abra- 
hams beſomze, a place ofreſt and happineſſe, or thruſt into torment, 
the body is to expe its doom, while that great day of the gene- 
rall zudgement, theſe two being now ſeparated, we will take fome 
| liberty to ſpeake of ſome _—— of jefler note, and might 
not ſo fully lie in Ba/a ms with, that beride the body after death» 
There being ſome {mall difference obſeryable. | 
. © Thegraye. What ever the humerous Cynicke thought, 
i who cared not what became of his corps when hee was dead, i Laert.in vita 
ye the wiſer manſaid, that ar metinrely birth was better then he Divg- 
that had no buriall, Eccleſ,6.3. x was the curſe of that 'wicked 
woman, the dogs ſhall cat Fexebel by, the walls of Jexreel. 2M 
| I King. 21:23» os | 
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1 King. 21. 23. and ſhe ſhall be as dung upon the face of the field, 
2 Lay. 9. 37: FA was iu doom of Jehojakims, that he ſhould have 
the bariall of as aſſe, Jer-22.19- which.implies thatthe civill in- 
terment of the body, and commirtingof it-to earth was honous 
rable. And as the old Law was full of types and ceremonies, 
ſo they whoſe ſoules wereſeparated to ſeverall manſions, as if they 
would expreſle this truth in a type, the farthfull were buryed by 
themſelves, from whence was that phraſe, robe gathered to theyr 
Fathers, Gen. 25,8, As Jacob gave commandement concerning 
his bones, that he wonld nat be buryed in Egypt * Gather me not 
with the wicked, prayes the Prophet, Pſal.26.9. not totake notice 
oftheſolemnities uſed at their funerals, and to paſle the cuſtomes 
from hence derived to other Nations , looke we onely toour owr. 
They who deny the common faith, or whoſe more vileaRions 
have been a ſcandall to their profeſſion, weeyther bury them not 
at all, or diſhonourably , but they who live anddye 1nthe faith 
of Chriſt , and their good converſation hath given us to hope, 
that their bodies ſhall one day be partakers with their ſouls in 
blifſe, we givethema more decent buriall in places ſet apart for 
that uſe, the Church yard ,, which the Germeanes call | Gods 


Acre, er his field, wherethe bodies of his Saints are ſown corrup- 


tible, to ſprino andariſe again incorruptible and immertall. 

2 Thereſurre&ion though our bodies doe moulder , and re- 
ſolye into, yet they doenot loſe themlelyes inthe duſt, they onelyf 
leavetheir weaknefſe and corruption which adheares unto them 
by the contagion of fin, from which being purged, the ſubſtance 
of the body returns again : to prove thar there is a reſurreRion 
were too largea dipgreſſion, and a needlefſe labour , ic being fo 
clecrea conftat among Chriſtians, that we hold it an article of 
our faith. We arebaptized notonely for the remiflionof fins, but 
alſo into the reſurreRion of the fleſh, 1 Cor. 15. from whencel 
conceive the Greeks call baptiſme , dpHapsias irſvua , the clo- 
thing or putting on of unmortality, and again,we lay down out 
bodies inthe duſt, in the ſure and certain hope thereof. It was an 
ill reading of that Text , the wicked ſhall not ariſe in judgement, 
Pſal.1.5. which ſtrained that glofſe > not to judgement bur ro 
condemnation, the true reading is, theyſholl not ſtand mmjudgement, 

; ace 


fallwhen they are jndged. For as Aquinas rightly argues ® that 
which is taken from. che gatiire of the fpecies; is alikefound in 


every individuallofthe ſame ſpecies 3:therefurreion'ts fich, and 
 thereforeit belongs to every particular, Evcry one mult ariſe, the 


molt wretched liver and the falſe beleeyer , but here is the diffe- 
rence, ® though all ariſe, yet. the glory of tho refurreRion 1s 
onely promiſed unto the faithfull- Which. was that Saint P aw! 
ſocarnel}ly endevouredafies,if [may bF, any meanes obtrinethe 
reſurreftion of the dead, Phil.2,11. that of the wicked not deſer- 
ving therirtle, being but an upſtanding to everlaſting death. Here 
the. body being rayſed by the, power of G 0.9 outof the duf}, 
meetsit ſoulagain ,-and are conjoyned together, tothe righteous 
a joyfull meeting,one of them being happy inthe other, and both 
of them ina full expeRation of a never endingfelicity. Sad to the 
wicked ſoul, being tetteredagainto the body, hke maletaGtors ac- 
ceſſories m:the ſame guylt,.00 receive together aJuſt \ bur fearfull 
recompenceof reward. -..: 4 4 Ya | 

3. . Judgementisan aR of juſticeterminatedupon man, A ſen- 
tence given by G 0-p.upon h1saRtions, There isa twofold judg- 
ment aſſigned by Dyvines ; a Seffion, and agrand Aſſize; a par- 
ticular and agenerall, For every manis to beconfidered as he isa 
ſingularperſan, in himſelf, and as hisfins have had influenceinto 
others. Andas heis a memberof mankind. 

I As he is anindividuall, and particular perſon, fo is he ad- 
judged by God preſently after hisdeath , when he is doomed ac- 
cording'to what he hath done in the body , although not fully, 
becauſe not in, the body, bur onely in the: foule, that onely ap- 
pearing , and having its ſentence , the body lying afleepe in 
its duſt. PREM 

2 Asheisapartofmankind, ſoheis called at the great and 
generallday, when there ſhall be a fullſfummons, and an univerlall 
appearance of all thelivingthateyer were , andas gener:ll a fen- 
tence,neitheryetdoes God judge twice for the ſame thing , and 


infli& double puniſhmenrfor oneſin , but that which before was 


pot compleatly inflicted , then ſhall the w -_- be giyenupto be 


— 
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accordirg'tothe * Latinephraſe, they fluall nor be acquitted, but 
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tormented, and the good glorified in ſoule and body both , and 
thereſeems to be in thisequiey, tharthe body which hath been 
a fellow worker with theſoul,citherof holineſſe imrolife, or un. 
righteouſneſſe unto death ;'ſhould haye her partproportionable 
in the reward, by which generall judgement the righteouſnefle of 
God ſhall beacquirted and vindicatedfrom all ſander. not onely 
from the teſtimony of every guilty conſcience , but alſo by the 
clecre acknowledgement of every one ſurmmoned to appeare at 
the barre 2 —_ O God are thos, and juſt are thy judgements, 
The ſecrets 
ber of each mans fins being then made up, for wicked men finiſh 
nor their fins with their dayes, ſome mens fins following after 
indgement, 1 Tim-$5.24. they give while they live bad examples, 
whichare drawn into practice, they leave behinde them the me- 
mory of unrighteous deeds which multiply to poſterity , and ac- 
knowledge them their firſt and proper parent. So the yertyous 
lives of good men lead others by the hand unto holinefſe, and 
their faith isftled for poſterity. Abraham-is long finee' in: blifle, 


yeris his faith impreſſed in the hearts of his children who walke 
70k i 1601 Ys Tiswos In the fteps of the faith of that holy Father, || 


Rem.4.12. how will it addeto the croynof rejoycing as glory, 


of that bleſſed Saint ro-ſce fo many trails after him in that tread of | 


f:ith and righceouſnefſe which he hath beforetrodden out ® how 
will it bliſle thoſe faithfull diſpenſers ofthe word, and other holy 
men, who by their devout faith and rehgions praRtiee, haye con- 
verted many unto righteouſneſſe, to appeare with thoſe they 
have brought to fight under' Chriſt his banner ? might I rather 
in the rerelzad up but one convert, then to march inthe yan of all 
the worlds happineſſe, or triuwphantglory. The Sonof man be- 
ing mointed onthe throne of his Majeſty, then follows diſquifi- 
tion of ations. Heavens records ſhall be brought forth, the books 
ſhall be opened, the book of life , and accordmy to their works writ- 
ten in that book. , the dead ſhall be 7adged. Ayoc.10.13. Not 20 
eutcrinto any nice School diſputes conceming this book what it 
4s, how mens actions are therein regifired , and enrolkd : when 
the Holy Spizit is pleaſed to befilent , I will notoyer-ſawcily de- 
termine. 


all hearts being then revealed, and the fullnum- | 


UMI 
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termine. It isenoughouraQions are all therein recorded 2 not 2 
good work, word, almſ-decd , prayer, bur itis there noted : nor 
a tear of contrition for fin that fals totheground, but G © » lat- 
ches it: Put thow noyteares in thy bottle , arenat theſe things wru- 
ten 7 thy book ? Pſal.66.8. As on the other fide nota wicked a- 
ion, idle word, vile thought, but they are there recorded like- 
wiſe, Theſe things thou haſt dove and T kept filence , and thou 
thenghteſt I had been ſuch an one as thy ſelf , but I n#llveprove 
thee, and ſet them inorder befere thine eyes, Pſul*50.21. Henow 
| unſeen, ſees and obſeryes what atterwards openly he will prod L'ce? 
when be ſhall fit inrighteouſneſſe to judge the world. When hee 
ſhall come to try our a&tions, and accordingly ſeyer the good and 
bad with his diſcriminating fan in his hang « parting the chaffe 
and foyle from thecdeaner grains. z whete the good wheat ſhall be 
layd up in Gods granery':; and the evill like the tares caſt inco 
the fire. Having thus ſpoken of what .betides man aftcr death 1 
now come to cloſe with the ordinary reading , and diſcoycrunto 
you theultimateperiod , the laſt endof the righteous man. The 
L 0R Þ hath taken kim unto himſelfe to be with him eternally 
bleſſed, bleſſed to eternity, but the difficulty will be to deſcribe 
| unto you what bleſſednefſe is, ? though here wee muſt labour, 
| andlayearncſi forit, yet we cannot rightly cſteern of it, to ſay it 
is 4 aperfetateconfifling in the ageregation , and colle&ion 
_ of allgood things. While wetakeit rhus up inthegrofle, it leſſe 
affeRts us. Andrtotake it upin particulars, thinking thereby more 
fully co explain it, wee ſhall fall as ſhort. When as Saint Pal, 
who was rapt up into the third heaven , fits down in an extafie, vey» 
ther eje hath ſeen , neyther eare hath heard , nexther hath it entre 
into the keart of manto cenceivethe good thmys that G O D hath 
lajd up for themthat lovehim : 1 Cor.2.9. It were Ithink impu- 
dent temerity in- any one to go about to determine. None am 
ſure dideyeryetby a facobsladderſcale Heayen, and make a fuller 
diſcovery of that land of the living ; that hee mivht make us a 
more pertc&t relation. ” T he kingdom of GO D is preater then 
all report , it us better thenit can be prayſed , it ſurpaſſes all know- 
 leage, it 1s more excellent then all glory that can betmagined : _ 
2z fre 
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ſmnelefatio erit 
cibus, P ariſe 


ther orght 1 therefore to be- filemt in what [ Can ſay, becauſe I 


carnor what I would, neyther becauſe we ſay G O D « ineffable, 


therefore maywe not ſpeak of bim what we are able ; ſothat we be- 
leeve more then we ſpeaks. | And ever bound our words with fear, 
and piety. What we cannot conceive G O D: þathreveated wto us 
by his Spirit. 1 Cor.2.10, But it 13 obſervable, where the Spirit 
hath revealeduntous theſe unconceivablethings, condeſcending 
to our underſtanding , tomoye us it hath ſetthem forch underthe 
notion of, temporal] 9oods., which. wee make great account of 
Which yet in our conceits thereof if werelt; we areas far beneath 
therr,, asearth is heaven. The Spiritſayththe righteous ſhallhave 
a Kingdom, and weareupon. their heads acrown of righteouſnes, 
they ſhall beclothed with long white robesof-innocence, they 


ſhallfit down with Abraham, [aac , and: Facob at his tablein 


that Kingdom 2 which ſhallbe richly furniſhed}, 'rodo the will of 
Gov , ! andoutdelight in him ſhallbe our meat :- and he ſhall 
oiveus todrink of the riyersof his plealfure. This kingdom ſhall 
be theirs by a ſure inheritance, beivg coheirs-with Chriſt theeter< 
nall Sonof G © ». They ſhall entexintotheis maſtersjoy; where 


they- ſhall bear a part inthat heavenly quire, to ſing perpetuall | 


hallelvjahs untothe Lambe that fatteth upon the throne... Heaven 
ſhall betheirs , a treaſury of riches , and all wealth :zand troadde 
ro thepcrf:Qtion of theſe, of that kingdom there ſhall beno end. 
The crown of glory ſhall bee immatceſſible , it ſhall not breed 


like Jorahs gourd, a worm toeatit.; ourgarmentof immortali. | 


ty no moth ſhall fret it : thoſe riches nocanker ſhall deſtroy them; 
thoſe joys ſhall have no alloy of erict to abate them: Thoſe de- 


Tights ſhall breed no ſurfer. Thoſe ſirevms of pleaſures ſhall not 


t Au, Ter.74» 


up dry, but be mayntained by a continuall ſpring = that day ſhall 
know no night , the Sunſhalinot beecclipled,, nor clouded by 
darknefle, for the L.anbe is the light of the new Hieruſalem, that 
cternall city affords all things eternall ; and they ſhall be for ever 
to cnjoy them. The rightecus ſball enter-into eyerlaſting life. 
© becauſe men loye to live here on earth, life is promiſed them; 
and becauſe they are affraid ro dye, therefore eternall life is pro- 
miſed ther. What doclt thou love to live? theu (halt haveit, 

| What 
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What doſt thou feare to dye? thou ſhalt not ſuffer it, living 
hfe, and everlaſtingly blefſed!where is reft, withoutlabour;wealth 
withour lofle zhealth, wicheurlapguiſhing : abundance, with- 


| out want 2 perpetuity, withoutcorruption, lite, withoutdeath 2 


whereisJight, without datkneſſe:knowledge without 12NOraRce: 

nderflanding, withcut errour : reaſon, withour,obſcurity : me- 
mory , Without forgetfulneſſe : wherewhat everis defirableisto 
be enjoyed, and nothing ſhall be defired thatis not njeet. Where 


| Go D ſhall be ſeen without end, loved beyond meaſirre; prayſed 


without weariſomneſſe,who in that he is the perfeQion of beine;, 
(hall fatisfhie theunderſtanding ; perfeRion at goodreſſe., ſhall 1a- 
tisfie che will : and truly amiable , (hgllfill our affctions, Wee 


| ſhall be amazedar hisjuſtice, admire his merey, be raviſhed with 


his goodnefſe. What ſhall I adde more? The righiroys:ſhall 
htar therighthand of Chriſt, they ſhall noriorely enjey.G © Þ s 
preſence, butſhallbe ever happy in a graciousunion, and conſtant 
communion with the Godhead. ® Boetites raylesa high: pitch 
becaulcby the gaining of bleſſedneſſe men aremade bleſſed, and 
blefſednefle is thedivinity itſelf , it is manifeſt,men are biefled, by 


_ | obteiningthedivinity : and as by obteining of juſtice, men are 


: made-juſt : and by obteining of wildom , men are wiſe :1{o (fays 


be) by obteining the divinity men. are made gods: every bleſſed 


| man therefore isa G © D,; whothough but one by nature; it hin- 


dersnot butthat there may be many by participation, G,o/D-pro- 


| miſes himfelfe indeed to Abraham an exceeding great reward, 
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Gen-15-1. of which the Prophet Davudlays hold, the L.O RD .- 


z5 the. portion of mine inkeritance, Pſal.16.5. heare Saint Jokn, 
We arenowthe ſons of G O D, butit doth not et appear what wee 
ſhall be : but wee krow when hee ſhall appeare , wee ſhall be like 
kim : for we (hall ſeehim as he 1s. 1. John 3.2. The fghtof G o » 
whuch is the promiſe of. a righteous man, makes him like eyet 


_unto G » ».: Icanrayſe &y meditations no higher , I mult here 


reſt :adde, onely.if I may rayſe your affe&tions. more to defirethe 
righteous mansend, by ſhewing you onthe contrary, thefeartull, 
and miſerable end of the wicked mans, | | "lee 

: As he dyes in G.o ».s diſpkalute, fois he deprivcd of his. 
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glorious preſence forever. The gteatnefſe of this puniſhment i 
-nettobeyaſued, in that ſogreat an evill is the privation of any 
good ro beeſteemed , as is that good which it deprives us of: 
'when as thetefore the goodof- which the damned are deprived is 


infinite , ſo muſt the puniſhment be : to becaſt out of Gov s 
preſence, to be under his eternall enmity , ten thouſand hels is not 


ſuch an evill; as'to have omnipotency an irreconciled enemy, and} 


he who is all Goodneſle. 
2 Hee is given over to the tyranny of the Deyill: and juſt 


that who while helived here wasſubzeR, ſerved, and obeyed Sa-Þ 


tan-, When hee dyes ſhould be enſlaved to, and poſlefied of him. 


And with whom bya diſghedicne will hee would partake infin, | 


hee ſhould though unwilling , partake with him in the puniſh- 
ment, and betormenred of him. _ . _. "4. "74 

' 5 Fotturein hell fire, which burns, and yet conſumes nor, but 
the wicked are repaired to eyerlaſtingflames : as the Poetsfabled 


of Premetherns , * whole liver the devouring Eagle eat in the| 


day; and what was then deyoured grew again inthenight: ſo in 
the midſtof thoſeconfuming flames , ? the damned nature yielc's 


faell, atidreceives increaſe. If the finger in theflame (yea, buta | 
little time) is not now to beendured ; how unſufferable will it be, 


body and ſoul to be ſcorched in hellflameseternally ? 

- 4 Thepuniſhment inal] his ſenſes : not onely his feeling with 
ſmart;bur hisfighe ſhall be grieved with moſt horrid appariions, 
his heating terrified with'bitter out-cryes, and gnaſhing of teeth, 


his ſmelling offended with intollerable Rench,his tafte rormented 


with hunger and thirſt, and infeſted with a more bitter humour 
then'gall or worrywood, + 

5 A colkQionof griefs, and all miſcries ſhall low in upon 
him 2 7 will beap miſchief up:n: them , I will fhend meine arrows 
upon them, Deut.32.23. notone, ora ſecond, or ſome few , but a 
heap of miſchiefs ſhallfallupon the wicked : and Go » ſetting 
himup as a butt, will even empty the quiver of the arrows of his 
fary upon them. :Greatneſſe of grief may now take away the 
ſenſcof grief, but then it ſhall ſharpen them. 


6 A worm neyer dying , a conſcience of fis : now fins are. 
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beyled under the hukeof delight , and appear notſo foule, then 
ſhallthey appear intheirfilchineſſe, to the grief of the guilty': 
in the ſighr of which they ſhall difpleaſe themſelyes', and repent - 
without any profit. ( Ag ;$: 
LORD, what contrarie11es ſeems to accord in the puniſhment 
of the wicked to make them wretched * they ſee thee and they ſee 
thee not - they ſee thy frown, and nat thy face. They are depri- 
ved of life, yet they Irve: they are dead, yet they endure , ard 

are ſenſible of miſery. The fire burns them! yet conſumes them 

not :it flamis, yet gives no light. A horrid darkneſſe over- 
ſpreads them , yet there ts acleer medinm to ſee themſelves mi- 
{erable. but can ſecnathmg whereby theymay behappj. 

7 Andthat which makes him ful ly miſerable to ſiffer all theſe 
eternally , the greateſt puniſhment if it may' have a petiod may 
berter be endured, but ſo great, and endlefle is theſum of miſe. 
ry, It may well be noted for injuſtice , and tyranny in Tiheriws, 


| who would not be reconciled to the offender * and loved to'te- 


ſerve men to torment. So that a guilty maridying ere hee came to 
therack, hecryes out, Caru#lins hath eſcaped: and paſſing by'the 


| priſon, oneentreating of him to haſten his puniſhment, hee made 
this reply, * Nowdum tecum in gratiam redii. ] am not yet + Sy. in Tit, 


rerurned into fayour with thee. Go» is no Tiberixs , no ty- 
rant, yet wilknot bereconcited to theguiley ſoule, the reaſon is dife 
terent. For fin being an offence againſt an infinite goodnefſe; de- 
ſeryes an infinite puniſhment, which man being not able to endure, 
mult ſuffer ercrnally. And again, the finner dying unrepenting 
fins eternally, and then it is juſt that if man fins, G o y ſhould. 
puniſh umoerernity. Who is it now that ſhall deeply confider 
the blefled departure and happy endof therighteous t: and on the 
ether fide the deſperate death , and unhappy end of the wicked. 


but willconclude, that there was goodcaufe which did move Ba- 
laamthus to wiſh ? and who is notready to joynin requeſt with - 


him , that his laft end may be hke' the righteous man -What rc 

mains ſhall. beto ſhew you, how or laff end maybelrke hs. 
: Livethe lifeof the righteous, Reft not in a bate wiſh as 
Balaars did, good defires are like good dreams, which vaniſh 
| when 
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when we awake; and come to nothing 2 and doe but deceive him 
that truſts inthem, the worlt of men may wiſh ſo well untothem- 
{elves,' bur 1-dare not/promiſe them they ſhallſo obrein ic. All 
would have the Crown, but they will not try the combar 2 they 
would have the penny, but they would not {weat inthe vineyard :}- 
they would wiſh the righteous mans death, but they will nor liye 
the life of the righteous. # For to dye well is happinefle, to live 
wellis labour + but one is not granted without the other, Eternity 
depends upon deaths: that upon a good orbad lite, onceto periſh 
isto periſheternally.-Þ phicr ates Aayd it was a ſpeech unwors 
thy cf an Emperour to. ſay, { had x.t thought , how much more 
unworthy of a Chriftian is ittofay , I had not thought there had 
been ſuch difference between a holy and an unholy life. I had not 
thoughtthat Ecernicy had depended upon this momentany being, 
To alt the advertiſements thou haſt had before , take this at laſt, 
which I ſhall again repeat : Upona holy hfe depends a good 
death,' and upon-chat Erernity, and it chouperiſheſt once, thu | 
periſheſteteroally. © It is4n thepower ofchispreſent life that that 
may. be happy which. is eyer/afting;for if thou leadeft this preſent 
well, the future cannot be miſerable z if thou feareft-to die evil, | 
feare co liye evill,, but feare rot, he cHinot die evill whio liveth 
well. Now asthatis a goodand wel-ledhfe , which js paſiedin 
holineſle, and yertuous ations, that An evill-one which is led: in 
wickednefle ; anſwerably the. death is to. be weighed from the 
forepaſſed a&tions of life, ſo that if thelife be led4n areligious ob- 
ſervanceof God his Law , in a holy obcdience tu his will, the 
death canvotbe bad z. for itis a tranſJation to unmortality. But 
if orherwiſc, .ig is neceſſary it-muſti be: evill, for ic tranſmits to 
eternallmiſery : how comfortably could a good old S:meon pray 
thatbymne, and ſing while he praycd, Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
zruaxt depart in peace : with what a religious confidence could 
old Hilars.» farewell with his foule 4 who had ſerved his God 
Gxry years ?. the.conſcience of that faithfull ſeryice , ſatisfied, N 
that his :furure being could not bee, unhappy.-. A heayenly 
life here on earth, mult needs give ſecurity of a happy life in 


-heayen., he that liyes here, bath nocaule to feare to die here- 
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after , © for indeed I call the holy , the onely life : the wicked 
man hath a being here, but onely the righteons man lives, We 
uſe to count our dayes, and number our years according to the 


time We are on earth, Deceive not thy ſelf whoever thou art : 
- Compute thou hafi onlylivedthatday in which thou haſt denyed 


thine own with, in which thou haſt refiſtedthy corrupt affe&i- 
ons, in the which thou haſt not tranſgreſſed the rule of equity. 
Compute thou haſt oneiy lived that day which malice,and wick- 
ednefſſe, enyy,or pride hath not clouded, which! hath not been 
waſted in fin, in which thou haſt ood upon thy guard, and haſt 
not been foyled by fleſhly temptations. Compute thou haſt only 
lived thatday , which pious meditation and holy praRtice hath 


Ca nuar 6 
(wu) 1ues telly 
1 eperes, 

> I. 


enlightned - not which the darknefle of fin hath turned into a © 


night, apply only unto thy life, that day the benefit of which by a 
holy converſation hath redounded untothy foul. The reſt is but 
idle paſtime , a phraſe which humours molt men well, but ſuch 
empty cyphers will prove nothing but reall woes , at heayens 
account. Shallwe compute thar a day of life in which men con- 
ſume eternity , and heape unto themſelves puniſhments never 
to havean end, ſuch a life tends unto, and ends indeath , and is 


- Intruth but a death, livetherefore while here thou arr, ſow the 


ſeeds of holinefle, thatthou mayſireape happineſſe. Budforth in 
the blofſomes ofa future life, that thou mayſt gather the fruir,here- 


| after 2 the preſent muſt anſwer to the future, the worldly luſts 


ſubduethy eorruptappetites, let the ſpirit of God rulein thy heart, 


ſerthy afte&ions onthings aboye, let thy converſation be in hea- © 


ven, and hope well, one day thou mayſt come thither, as Cicero 
faid of Hercules , he had never been inrolled among the gods in 


heaven, ifhe had not laid out his way thither while he lived : fo 


if we walkenot in that holy way while here welive, weſhall ne- 
yer be regiſtred with the Saints m blifſe, f There is no way unto 
the Kingdom, without the firſt-fruits of the Kingdome, neither 


[| may they hope to reign there as Kings, who have not hereruled 


overtheir properluſis. If yee looke God ſhould take you as he 
did Enoch, you muſt as he walke with God: a holy, ever uſhers 


Ina happy life. It was a bold and ſharpe reply of thoſe Philoſo- 
| E 


phers 


f Berg, 


ade 
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phers to Ale#ander, at exemplary Prince for Armes and Afts, 


who paſfing ſoimeterritories, where his conquering ſword had 


made him maſter, heating of learned inen (as his matiner was) 


ſentfor them, and propotinded to them mariy queſtions, = 'l 
acti- 


viog hin} 960d reſolution, a8 an argument of His royall ſati! 
on, he would have them aske him what they pleaſed, that hee 
might grantit to them 2 they joyntly askedof him immortality: 


the Prince began to ſmile, before, ſayes he, I thought you wiſe 
men, but now I thinke you fools, to aske of me immortality, who | 


my ſelfe am mortall, WhileI conſidet the condition and man. 
ners of the moſt of men, I may make the like demand , give me 
immortality * ifnature prompts them , or Religion hath"berter 
taught thein that they are mortall 2 I thake my reply with thetn || 
ro Alexander , why then. doe you live evil , ktting looſe the 

reynes of all kinde of fin and wickedneffe, as if you were imnor- 
eall ? as if you had no. thought of death or feare of judgement. 
For if we weigh well the ations of the moſt, can we fudge any | 
otherwiſe of them ? for where is he who liyes according tothe 
decorumof heaven ? whoſe praQtice anſwers to. thatholy faith, 
he would be accounted to make profeflion of ? Philoſophy tels 


us, that naturally men defire the chiefelt good , eretnalll happi» | 


neſſe.Butallthis while Religion hath beenpreached in the world, 
it cannot worke ſo much upon mens affections, as to win them t6- 
the' right meabs of cainimg oft , they would obtein the chiefe 
900d, yer they would not be goo. 8 Doeſt thou not ſee how 
thou oughteſt to bluſh at thy ſelfe, Who wouldeſt have allthings | 


good, yet thy ſelfe wouldeſt not be good Þ thy houſe thoy would- 


eſt have filled with goods, and ſhall it have thee an evill maſter 7 
Wharis it that thou wouldeft have ill, not a wife, not a childe, 
not a ſeryant, not a houſe, not a garment, not thy ſhoos, and yet 
thou carelt not thovgh thy ſelfe be evill - thipke better of thy life 
thenof thy ſhoos.. All things about thee, if they be elecantand 
faire vleaſe , and wilt thou be vileandfilthy in thy ſelfe ? if thy 
200d things could ſpeake untothee which thou enjoyeſt, would 
they notlay untothee, as thou wouldeſt hayeus good, fodoe we 

defire thee to be , and may theynot ſecretly murmur to God 
againſt 
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agzinſt thee ? behold, thou haſt given ſo wapy good things to 
this man, yer he himlelte isevill, Canner be whogaye theſe good 


things, and makes them good unto thee, if thou diſpleaſe him 


take away thecomfortable enjoyment of them, turnethebleſhng 
mtoa curſe, thy proſperity into thy deftruQtion 2 oet therefore 
with then) his good will, by doing his good will , that at laſt he 
may give thee better, and more reall, thetrue coods. Conjoyne 
thy {clte to the fellowſhip of Sams , be of che holy Church here 
below, that thou maiſt beane of the Church triumphant in glory. 
Labour according to the graceof God given uncothee to doc the 
willof God hereon eatth, as they doe in heaven, that ſothou 
mailt doe 1t more perfectly here-fter with them. Þ For wath 
whom wehave aconlort deyotion, we ſhall haye a community 
of dignity. If thou wouldel} hayethe righteous mans end, hve as 
doe therighteaus z let it bethy delight rodoe the willot God, 
orderthy ations accerdi,)g to that perfeRt rule he hath given 
thee : walke1n an univerſall obedience to all the Laws. There is, 


| faysthe Moralift, .a concatenat;on of vertues ; and it is not ove 


but all thac entitles che yertuqQus man. The Jews ſaythatGod ur- 
teredall the Commandements in one breath, Iam ſure they are 
linked togerher. T hog ſhalt nat kg! Neither ſhalt thow commit adul- 
tery, Neuker ſhalt they ſteale, &c. Dent. 5.17, 18. thebreach of 
one diſſolves the chaine. An offence is not in this or thar onely, 
bur in any, and he that offendsin one i guilty'of all, F ans. 2: 10. 1 
that hcoifends againſt juſtice, and the willot theLaw-giver, «ho 
gave theoneand give theother, and is equally diſobeyed in e1- 
ther. He that obviei yes one commandement, not another, :he does 
his own wall, not Gods , and did his.cortwpt affetigns equally 
prompt him, he woulddiſobey in what he doth obſerve, Looke 


- Hot onely to the affirmative precepts , but allo tothe negative, 


Kknowingthelatter may beas deſtryRive as the former , if nur 
more : looke nat onely to the greate:,bur «fo co the lefler, know- 
ing that there is at obligation upon thee troai God to both, 
& fay 3y alen, {at 5.19. Hethat ſhall unbindeor unloole ove 
of theſe leaſt Commandements, one, and of the leaſt; he ſhallbe 


- Called * the leaſt mrbe Kingdomof God. | the contempt of any 
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command is the injury of himthat does command , and therefore 


the holy Prophet, 7 /ove all thy commandements, and all falſe 


wajes ] mtterly abhor, Pſal.1 19.128. | | 
2 Dorighteouſneſſe at all times, Pſal.106.3. Havenothears of 


Religion, but ever regulate thy aRions,by the rule of truth, with a 


perpetuall conſtancy ; the ſchool obſeryes well} that affirmative 
precepts binde always, but not atalltimes :negative always and 
at all times, and it may be obſerved,all the morall precepts of God, 
(the fourth of the firſt Table,and the firſt of the ſecond excepted) 


, for which thereis 2ood cauſe, in that imperious inſolent ſuperi- 


ors may cotintercommand the eternall, run in the negative, hol- 
ding usto a continuall performance. Let opportunity beare no 
plea , nor privacie give thee no adyantag 
m that the eye of juſtice eyer watches oyerthee , though the cu- 
ſtomeofcorrupter times wouldconnive at ſome faults, yet ken 
that Textin the righter reading ſuoaguorrer xupie., NOT 76 xayps, 
Rom.12.11, Serve the Lord, not the time, though themultitnde 
of tranſgreffors might ſeeme to beare thee out 2 yet know, ® the 
greater number of offenders the more God is offended , andtake 
not licence-for theleaſt offence, knowing the Law being of eter- 


nall trith, is not variable by circumſtances of time , place, 


or looſer praQtice, but tyes to a conſtant and perpetuall ob. 
ſervation. 


3 Walkein thefulllatitude of every commandement. Looke to. 
every branch, every Iota, and point thereof , reſt not in the out- 


ward, but minde likewiſe the more inward and ſpirituall perfor- 
mance 2 abſtain not onely from the outward 2, but keepe cloſe 
lentinell-upen the heart, which if thou canſt nor keepe free from 


- injected thoughts, yer-delight notthyſelfe in them, leſt they win 


conſent, but ſmother them there, fo ſoon as they be diſcovered, 
the Cockatrice is with more eaſe and lefſe danger, cruſhed in the 
egg cre it be diſcloſed. My Saviour will not acquit him from a- 


duttery, who hath: abſtained. from the forbidden bed, buttels us 


the luſttulllooke carries a guilt with , and is adultry in the hearr, 


Mat.z. manis not innocent, when the a& does.not perfe the 
will., when. hee brings not. forth the eyill which the heart 
CONs- 


e ro commit iniquity : 
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conceives, ® when it is an iniquity to think what itis a fin todo. 
' 4 Continue 1n this obedierce unto tliy lives end. Faint vet, 
nor be weary of well doing : Firiſh thy courſe , be faithfull unto the 
death for the crown of li. Revel.2.10, *-Ic isnotto begin well, 
but to perſevere in what is well begun, that is perfeR juſtice, Nay, 
I mayfay, ? it isin yain to begin if wee petfill not, as torun in 
| the raceif we hold notunto the mark, Evill beginnings may be 
corrected by a following przEtice , but an evill end tranſmits us 
roremedilefle eternall miſery. If the Word of G © D may carry 
it, divine Truth ſpeaks thus much. The righreouſneſſe of ihe 
| righteous (hall not deliver him m the day of his tr anſgreſſion, as for 
| thewickeaneſſe of the wicked, hee ſhall not fall thereby inthe day 
that hee turneth from his wickedneſſe : netther ſhall the righteous 
be able to lrve in the day that hee ſinneth , Exch. 33.12. the 
like is to: be read, Exzek, 18.21, 22,24. 111 beginnings do 
not prejudice the true conyert , the benefit of g60d beginnings 
| areforfeited through future failings. If we art laſt forſake Go », 
and liſt our ſelyes in the Devils ſervice , it may be juſt with him 
thereto leaye us under his power, 4 whoſe weare, while to him 
! weyieldour felves, to have our reward from and with him. Ir is 
| notenough to be, and live, bur wemuſt ikewiſe dye Saints, if we 
| expe to be, and live ſuch for eyer. It 13 the end crowns the a- 
Qion, perſeverance confirms the righteous wat).. Thus the righ- 
| reous man orders himſelf though hee refls not in his ownrighte- 
ouſneſſe which is of the Law; bat that which is throughthefaith 
| of Chriſt, therighteouſnes which is of G O D by faith, Phil:3.9.So 
| * the holy Patriarchs which lived under the old Teſtamentreſted 
not there, but ever aſpired unto the grace of the Goſpel, and fo 
embraced jts certain communion, # Faith hath bcen the ſure 
means of falyation to fo many as haye obteined it. The premiſe 
of faith, the law which was aftcr given could not diſanull. Gal.3. 
17. The oj of faith thoughnot ſocleerly exhibited,untillthele 
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eu communionem amplex; ſunt. Calvin. Inftir. lib. 2.c.11.SeR.10- 


n Coxcupiſcere 
n'fas eft , quod 
fieri crimen eſt, 
Hier. par.3, 
Ep.15. 
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({ztiae, Idem 
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p 1n caſlum ba- 
am agitur (i 
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miunm deſerg- 
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r: De ſantts pa- 
tribes annotan- 
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adeonue certam 
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quitas Colentium verum D EVM. omnis numerus apud ſecula priora ſanforum , ſacra fide 
uit &+ placuit, & weque Patriarthy, neque Prophetis , neque quiſquam omnino ſanflorum, 
mſi in redemptione Domini noſtr4 }elu Chriſti ſale & inflificatiofuit , Leo Serm.1, d 
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© Nihil erit in- 
 Commods,ſ:vite 
ſancittatem,ex- 
2ſt: memus eſſe 
 wiam, non qui- 
dem que ad- 
tum aperiat 1 
 Ye071am cuieſtis 
repnt, ſed qua 
el: i Deo ſu 
In els m-ntfe- 
- ſlationem du- 
Can'ur :Ouan- 
do bec bona 
e&us volunt rs 
eft , glorifirar 
quos ſanttific a» 
wit. Calvin. In. 
ſic. 1.3.c 18. 
Sea.g. 
u Aung. .dehbe- 
eſ.c 88. 
X Mors nature 
fa #ft non pe- 
ya Sen. ſual,7, 
y Tdeo fattum 


eſt-per peccatum 


#07. m0ortale 
guoderat , [cd 
mortuumguod 
m7 frever neſt 
Feccaret. Lomb, 
Sent.li.2.diſt, 
19. 
.z Wbi homo © 
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no Goſpel, butdye as if there were no Law, live as1f there wer 
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latter 2ges of theWorld,yet faith in the promiſe did beardate an 
that of grace was (afcerthe fall) the firſt , if not the onely cove 


nant 2 wichout Queſtion the onely pcfſible means of obreining ju 
Aification before God. Order therefore thy life as if there were 


_ 


_» 


not 2nothers righteouſarſle to plead for thee, but dye in the con 
fidence of thy S.yiours merit. Walk towards Heaven in that 
 perf«& way, a ſtrict obediencetoGop $ Law, but let fait 
op*n for thee the gate to bleſſednefle, ler ſuch be thy hte, that ſuch 
may be thy laſt end. ; 

2 :Drerhe death of the righteous. There is 1 a death for fin 
2 adeathm ſin, 3 adeathtofin. A death for fin, chat is, .that 
we al] ſiffer a juſt puniſhment for ouroffences. ® It wasa branch 
of the Pel2gian Hercfie,, that Adam though hee had not ſinned 
yetheſhould have dyed; nor by the nieritot fin, buc by ancceffuy 

'of nature. Such a principle might better be allowed ina * Mo- 
raliſt then a Chriſtian. For though Adam werea mortall Y crea 
ture, yet had hee kept his innocency, by grace hee had been con 
ſerved from-death. For the body ts dead, becauſeo? ſin,Rom.$.10, 
and ſo my Saviour while hee would and in out liead ioanſwe 
for us, he dyed for the ung»dly. Rom,5 lo, ; 

2 A deathinſio, ſo we dye, yea, daily. dye.and will not con 
der it, The drunkard that dripks down iniquity, & {wils himſel 
into thecondition of a beaſt 2 thinks not that there ts death in the 

pot 2. K:ngs4- The luſitull Wanton that awayrs the twyhght, and 
then {lips to his catrion , conſiders net that the harlors hewſe 25 thell 
way to hell, gemng downto the chambers of death, Proverbs 7-27 
The doubling tongue thar dallies with the heart , feels not whenſ| 
it kilsi:s own ſou], Thus too many Felons pl.y with their own 
defiru&tion. | . 

2. Adeath to fin, this js the Saints death : who mortihe their 
members on earth , and kill fin intheir mort2]] bodies. -Pr: c20u 
mthe'fieft of the LORD wu thedeath of hu Samts. Pſ.l.: 16, 
I5. * Whenimen djze unto the World , not by anend of beino, 
bur by an end of finaing, © forfaking rhoſe former accuſtomed 
waysof wickednefſe, andlying in godlineſle, which b« fore they 
<&dnot, wh:ch isa kindof death and relurrection in us. Bleſſed 
alk 
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and bioly is he who hath hss yart in the firſ® reſurreftion, of ſuch 


the (econd death (ball have no power, Apoc.20.6, If theconſide- 


rationof that blefſed life which follows upon. thedeath to fin may 


J nothing affe& us 2 wee mightrayſe (I think) arguments from the 


other members of the diyifion ro moye us. Death in kn-45s the 
foul of death, * the death of the ſou] : it divides Go Þ fromtke 


E foul who is thelife thereof. How circumipe&, if wee obſerve it, 


aremento preſerve bodilylife , and the hfe of life how do they 


ny heart wee cheriſh in our boſomc. It our body be wounded 


wee runtothe Chyrurgeon , and we wound our ſouls by our fins 


which cur deeper then any two edged ſword , killing that which 
is:mmorall, and:yert weare ſerfleffe of the miſery. If nature, or 
art could helpus, we would preſerve 'our bodies everlaſting : and 
eur ſouls ſhall we voluntarily murther ? Oh ! whar pity 18 itto- 
fee how men trifle away life, ſoul, ſalyarion, and imbezle cternall 


2 euapric * 
{uy ns ragl Of, 
Naz.Orat.19. 
neglect, Wee will avoid the infected houſe, and the Þ plagweof Þ 1 King 8.38, 


blifſe for a thing of nought. They ' dote upon and humour every. 


vile affe&tion, though totheir endleſfe deſtrition. Man dtinkerh 
iniquity like water, Job Ty-16. . like hungry Rats that raven 
down their own bane ; weethirft, wee drink, wee dye. Again, 
for fin wee dye, that it is which hath caufed all thoſe ſorrows, 
and vexations,troubles, and infirmities ; hath brought all that in- 
andationof evils that hath broken im-upon mankinde.. That it is 
whichhath ſeparated the ſoul from the body .and4ayed mics duſt. 
e. Sjn iscthar whereby death lives , and wee dye 2 itprocured the 


v| death of the Son of God. Hee dyec for our (ins, that wee ſhould 
'| dyeunto fiti., that as Chreft was rajſed from the dead. by the glory 
Ih of the Father - ſo we alſo ſhould walk mnewneſſe of life. Rom.6.4. 


Oh , ler northar precious bloud 'of the Son-of G'o D be fpilt in 
vain ! he gave himſelf for us , that hee might redgems us" from: all 


iniquity, Titms 2.14, 2nd he reedeemedus by fuch a price that hee - 


may worthily pofſeſſe us. I canrior read char paſſagein'd C 7prian 
without a moyed paſſton nortakeit into dceper meditation with - 


out a mekringhearr, wheye hee brings in the DeyiNattheday of 
Judgement, av it were, inſuſtins'over thy cver bleffed Saviour. I 
(fays he). forthoſe whom chou freft with me., have neyther been. 


buffered, norſcourged, nor born thecrofſe, nor ſhed my bloud,nor 


unto: 


ce Peccatiim. 
mortis pabulum 


La&.li.4. 


d Serm.1.de 


elem. 
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redeemed them by the price of my paſſion ; neyther do T promiſe 
 untothem an heavenly Kingdom ; neyrher do I recall them tof 
Paradiſe reſtoring immortality: yet what precious and great gifts, 
gotten-in a long time , and by large expence, by pawning, andf 
imbezellins their goods ;-even while they are fcorned and deri- 
ded at , and ſomtime bya popular fury eyen ready co be ftoned ; 
ſhewmee the like preſident inthe pale of thy Church ; thoſe rich 
men flowing with abundance, are they ſo free towards thee ? will 
they give ſo much tothee ? though they might thereby tranſlate 
their poſſeſſions into everlaſting creaſures. Yet in theſe expences 
for me none are fed, none are clothed, none are comforted , but all 
chings are prodigally and foohſhly waſted. In thy poor, thou art 
clothed 2 in thy hungry thou art fed ; chou doſt pronuſe ctetnal 
life tothem that labour in thy ſervice 2 yer thine whom chou doſt 
honour with the recompence ofeternall reward , are not to bei 
equalled in number to mine which periſh. Oh what a ſad thing 
is it, that although Chriſt hath done, daily does, and hath pro- 
miſed to doe ſomuch for us, yet we ſhould yolunrarily leaye his 
ſervice, whoſe yoake is ſo cafie, and put our necks under the ty- 
ranny of Satans ſubj<Rion, the profefied enemy of Chriſl , the | 
underminer of our lalyation , the adyerfary of our ſouls cternall | 
bliſſe. who makes himſelfe mirth at eur miſery, and onely tri- | 
umphs in ourtorment, let us therefore withdraw ſubjeRion from 
ſuch a vile tyrant, draw our necksout of the yoake of ſo wilfull, | 
ſo wofulla ſlavery. Letus dead fin in our mortall bodies , that | 
death may have no dominion over us, So may” our departure be | 
in peace, we may hayea happytnd, a gloriorsreſurre&ion, a gra- | 
Cious acceptance, an acquitting ſenrence, a crown of righteouſ- | 
neſſe, and co help usthe better in theſe two ts live, and dye the | 
life, and death of the righteous. Be __ 
2 Inaconcinuall meditation of death. © Which is thelife of | 
a wiſe man, and ſurely confidering the certainty of death , and the 
uncertainty.of the tume he wants diſcretion who doth not fre- 
quently thinkeupon it. Scrange itis, rhe Deyill ſhouldyet foole 
us, afterſolong an experience with the like cemptation that hee 
flaccered ourfirſt parents , yee ſhall not ay, onely here the diffe- 
rence, they did take that at once, which wee doe at fimallcr 
por- 
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pom as thou ſhalt not dyethis yeare, this moneth, this day : 
, We receive in ſmaller pils, whatthey received in one bole, and 
all of us ſwallow the fame doſe, bur a ſurer word telsus, we are 


| hereof nocontinuance , like a poaſt that Rayeth nor, a bubble, 


a ſmoake, a vapour, a dream , a ſhadow , wee are ſomthinþ , 
wee are nothing , wee are here, wee are gone , * the very 
dreame ofa ſhadow , and yet that we ſhould dote of a long lay 
here, of acruth, thelife of a Chriſtian is hereafter, in the mean 
time, the mediation of death makesa life, it draws vs neerer, 
and ſets us in view as it were of our life, and certainly makes a ho- 
ly life : for he that continually thinks he muſt die, will ſo liye as 
heis willing to dye: he thatlooks upon everyday that paſſes nor 
as one of thar number of his dayes, which his deſiring hope may 
promiſe him, but as his laſt, he fits himſelfe accordingly for it, as 


 Emnmolpus, if he ſpake not better then he did. 8 Ihave fo every 


whereliyed, and at allrimes, as if I had ſpent my laſt day, never a- 

ain tO have been recalled, and ſurely we never ſpend a day fo well 
asthat which we thinketo be ourlaſt, thoſe three vertues, {ayes 
the © Scholiaſt, are «ffeRs of this meditarion. 1 That we are 
without paſſion. 2 That wez pray without intermiſſion. 

3 Thar wekeepe our ſelves unſpotred from fin. 

1 That weare without pafſion. 

1 Itunlinkes our loye from the world, ſo tranſient, fo uncertaine, 
ſo unſatisfying totheſoule of man, ſo unworthy of our affe&i- 
on, while we looke of it in a deepe confiderationof our own 
and its mortality, we diſcoyer its yanity , we conclude its no- 
thing, and weloath it. 

2 Itallayes our anger, * as the tetchy Bees which fight introops, 
in their bittercor fl: Qs, caſt up a little duſt among them , and 
you part them prelently , nothing ſooner cools thoſe hotter di- 
ſtempers of cholerthenthe duſt ofmortality, remember thy end, 
ard let enenity ceaſe, Eccleſ.28.6.that w hich kils themutterly 
would kill them inſtantly, were it well applyed ; death which 

| ſhalldeſtroy them with rhe body, the thought of it would ſoon 
dead them inthe body, were it ſerious. Oh hew ſedate, and 
peaceable would we be, were we chriſtianly mortified, 
| F 3 It 
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3 It abates thefeare of death. A fore-warning is a fore=arming || t 
* againſt miſeries,, he:that, acquamts. his thouzhes with chem || 1 
before they come, -isbetter able to endureteſhock,. As: Pals || t 
ladias reports of an Eremite, who being: neere his.death waa ff * 

- merry and: cheercfull, his difciples about him crembled , and || 1 
mourning ſaid umo him-+ Doeſt thau ſuffer , and art nathing- 
moved, andwe but ſuffer with theeand weepe ? ro whom hee 
replyed, Tamquiet, becauſe I have often walked this way by 
meditation, I have often dyed, fo.no new thing happens unta 
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k pwriun Sa- Me. * The memory of death 1s adailydeath, and he that dies 
dig ol xs-  aily; dieanot diſcontentedly : nothing betides him bur whae 
| Yausr©r he-hath before thought R and heis well provided fer it 2: hea 


dren knows how to dye before he dyes, and'it noughtamates hime 
Clim. ca. pa- 2 Ttquickens our prayers, as a:ſpur to ourdevotion, the foule 
rad. prad.s, the more it isabſtracted from the body, the neerer it draws ta 
| God, and taking heat, and warmth as it were from thai fountain 
' of light, andhfe, w is mote active and yigorous in fervent af- 
- fection, * 

3 Tt isa ſentinellupon the ſoule, and keepesthe good manthar 
he conſents not to any fin. Titles of honourmay court, but they | 
ſhall not coozen him. Pleaſuresof the world may tempr,but they 
ſhallnot entangle him. Aﬀections of the fleſh may flarrer ,, but 

I Facilecon- they ſhallnot entiſe him. 1 Hee flights them all, be is reſolved ro 
temnit omnia perſevere inhis mcegrity, and to preſerve himſclte unſpottee as the 
qut ſemper c0- ſzouſe of Chritt. | 
an! — an _  Andcaſt aneye yet alittlefurther, thinke on judgement when 
11 pal.  thoumuſigive anaccount ® of thy Stewardſhip. Not an evill 
e Luke18.2, ation whichrchou haft unjuſtly commirted, bur thou oc 
+  - for, which thoughthou heppily baſt forgot, yer arethey not flipt 
out of the d:yine memory. Doft thou not watchover my fin, My 
travſpreſſion is ſealed np ma bag, and thou ſoweſt up minemiquity, 
Fob T4.17- Whenthe Phariſees broughtrhe adukerefle, and ac- 
cuſed herunto my Saviour, he wrote upon the ground © he ſpeaks 
nor, but yethe writes: finner obſerve # although God is lilenr, 
yet he writes, he ſcews todifſemble thy fin, yethe recordsir , and 
at laſt theſe records ſhall be produced, and according to thoſe 
, 's things 
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vaniſh not, nor dye in the aire, they are brearhedour into.” Yea 


thy vile thoughts ſhallnot be fmothered in thine own breaſt, bur - 


as they aremanifeft and known to him who tryeth the heartand 
reines; ſoſhallchey be filed upon thy account to anſwer for, 

To conelude. Thinke on the death of the righteous, who lies 
down in peace © thereby puts an end to his fin, and to his miſery. 
Whoſe death ishis birth day unto bleſſednefſe, the day when he 
receives a gracious reward of his well doings: his marriage day 
unto Chrift, and union with God , thinke on his laſt end. Glory 


and honour, and immortallity, and eternal] hfe , the crown of 


righteouſneſſe, rhe kingdome of heayen, to be admitted to the 
inhetitance of the Saints in glory, to belike the Angels , to fir 
downon Chrifts right hand, and to reigne with him, to ſee the 
face of God in blifle for eyer, and to be ſatisfied wich hislikenefle; 


is it poſſible theſe ſhould not affect thee? if nor, let the death of 


the wicked affright thee, to ly down m forrow , and to$oe into. 
the inwardehambers of death, where the grave ſhuts her mouth: 
upon them, and haye no reſt from theirtrouble and miſery, butir 
is to ther a beginning of torment, weigh their end, to be depri- 


| yedof Gods favour, to be ejected out of his preſence, to be given 
oyerto the tyranny of the Devill, to be tortured in hell , where 
| the worme dyeth not, andthefireis not quenched , where they 
{ ſhall in ſoule and body in all parts endure all kinde ofmiſery, and 


theſeeternally, without any hope of reconciliation with God , or. 


| end of pains. It the thought of eternity cannot ballance thy 


thoughts what will * O that men were wiſe, that they underſto«d: 


| this, that they would conſider their latter end ! Dent. 32.29. So 

| conſider as they mighteſcape the fierce anger ofthe Lord, ih that 

| greatdayto bereyealed againſt offenders, for rounderſtand, as to 
' doe whatis right , left our knowledge 'be our miſery , for better 


were.itnot tohave known the way of righteouſnefſe, then ha= 
vipg known to turn from the holy commandement, 2 Pex. 2. 21... 
For he ihat knows his maſters will and doth it not , ſhalthe beaten 


with many ſeries. Earneſily endeayour after holinefſe, and pray | 


tohim who is the way, therruth andchelite,” ro eſtabliſh rhee in. 
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things written in that booke ſhalt thou be judged. Thy idle words 
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+>... * *comforr, the ſolace of afflited 

= > = - *Savjour;conferd on finfullmanki! of p 
2 .***, ofheaven;thegateofhappineſle, a haven. ſecure ffom all -tem- 
SE: - Peſts, a Phyſicianto cureall diſcaſes, a reſtoring cordinll ina pill 


— _—_ of alloes ;-working health and falyation to mankinde, a good | 
>> . -midwife;bywhoſe hands weare broughtforth incotheland ofthe | 
EY” +» lvingableſſ6dday,whoſeSunſcts inglory ,or happy nightatioſe | 
—* morning dawns in blifſe,or bleſſed 'rwi-light berween timeand | 
E: erernity, bleſſed lying down, which ariſes to immortality, blefled: |! 
Deepe that awakes ro eternity, Sweet death, may never looke | 
afquintonthee; but-with aneye.full of hope of thathappineſfle | 
.”__  whichtchowdoſt uſherin, that-I- may as willingly lay down this | 
'_ * body;as kavea priſon, beuadrefſed of this:clathing of mortality, 
as 1 would of my wearing cloaths, andcommendmy body to the 
E:-- .duft;as Lwould my weary bones to a bed of down. May I never 
- - - 8:  ©- :fpdoteonthis dirty hovell,;: that 1 would not willingly exchange 
Ob it for a houſe not made with hands, or be{gzepamcured of this cor- 
T, . _—-. .  tageofehy;thatI would norreagilylaple my leaſe unto my great 
E--” -—(Gretor.. reed 
=  - ._  ».Jathe meantime may 1 ſolive, that 1 maydietoliveto eter- 
NPE CE TEEN is pe I way die while here Ilive, that I maylive 
IM or:ever, walking-in-that right and perie& way 
WEE - - "Whichleadsto thartdoor that opens tothoſe 
FE . -. | ___-.  heavenlylodgings,bleſſedeternity may. i 
4 - 7 --. mythoughts loſe theinſelves, wu; f 
© EG +> While amy foule find it ; 


' etergity. 
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